
Club #85, founded 1913 February 17  2009th

Attendance: Herman Alves, John Bishop, Catherine Lapointe, Patrick Lemoine, Carlo Pugliese, Steve Sadler, George Shalhoub, Udo Stundner, Bob Velan,

Drew Webster. Visiting Rotarian: Auli Kankkunen, Finland. Visitor: Ivan Velan, guest of Bob Velan. Guest speakers: Courtney M iller and Louigi Tavernese. 

President Herman opened the meeting with a story about

a painful reality – the effect of toxic assets on real estate

values. Oddly enough it provoked gales of laughter and

we learned to respect the power of shrimp rotting in a

curtain rod. 

Carlo Pugliese reminded members of the Golf Committee

meeting on the 19  at 6.30 pm and advised of a change ofth

location. It would be at Le Bitoque. 

Udo Stundner, on behalf of the speakers’ committee,

requested approval of the following suggestions: 1) that

we meet with Vieux Montréal Rotary on Friday, March 27

at their noon luncheon for the purpose of a presentation to

St. John’s Ambulance. This would involve cancelling our

regular breakfast meeting on Tuesday, March 24 ; 2) thatth

we proceed with arrangements to invite the new US

Consul General to speak to us at a Tuesday luncheon on

either May 19 or 26. We would invite one or two other

local clubs to join with us for the occasion. The members

indicated agreement with both suggestions. 

Guest speakers: Courtney Miller and Louigi Tavernese 

Engineering students at McGill, spoke to us about 

Engineers Without Borders. Courtney will graduate

shortly as a civil engineer. She recounted her experience

as a short-term volunteer last summer in Ghana. Louigi,

will graduate as a mechanical engineer in a year’s time

and spoke about his experience at the head office of

Engineers Without Borders. Their very fine website gives

a clear picture of this organization, of who they are, what

they do and where they do it. It is at:  www.ewb.ca  

“Poverty is not about weakness. For the 800 million

people who go hungry each day and the one billion who

lack access to clean water, poverty is an absence of

opportunity”.

This statement seems to be the starting point for the work

of EWB. Our speakers demonstrated their commitment to

it. Louigi spoke about his participation in a demonstration 

last year, involving engineering students in the streets of

Montreal out to convince the government of the counter-productivity

of international aid with strings attached. Remove the strings and the

aid becomes 30% more effective. Courtney recounted some of her

experience on a mango farm in Northern Ghana. She also passed

around brownies made with Free-Trade chocolate. Very smooth.  It

costs $6500 to send a Junior Fellow volunteer (her category) for four

months to one of the four countries in Africa with which EWB is in

contact. The McGill chapter of EWB plans to send three such

volunteers this year and seeks to raise the necessary $19,500 for the

budget. From what Courtney told us, her presence in Ghana must have

been very welcome to the farmers with whom she interacted.

Patrick Lemoine expressed the club’s

appreciation to these two young engineers.

Their dedication is an inspiration to us all.

Bon succès à Courtney et à Louigi. 

Upcoming speakers: 

Feb 24 :  Club Assembly. Discussion of    th

Board meeting of Feb 16  with     th

our District Governor and his       

two successors, the District           

Governor Elect and the District    

Governor Nominee. 

Next meeting: at 7.30 am at the St. James Club, Feb 24  .  th

http://www.ewb.ca

