
Club #85, founded 1913 February 3  and 10  2009rd th

Attendance  Feb 3: Herman Alves, John Bishop, Cézar Dragutan, Carlo Pugliese, Bill Ridley, Barry Schmidt, George Shalhoub, Udo Stundner.

Attendance  Feb 10: Herman Alves, John Bishop, Jacques Dénommée Cézar Dragutan, Carlo Pugliese, Steve Sadler, Barry Schmidt, George Shalhoub,

Harry Skinner, Udo Stundner, Bob Velan, Drew Webster.

(The report of the Feb 3 meeting is made possible thanks to notes
taken by Carlo Pugliese and forwarded to me by email. The Ed.)
Carlo presented a request from  L'Association de la Petite
Bourgogne . It was agreed on a motion by Udo Stundner, seconded
by George Shalhoub that we approve an amount of
$250.  Motion carried.

President Herman introduced our presenter Vincent Raiche , Senior
Program Officer for CIDA in Afghanistan . Afghanistan has a
population of 24 million and the mortality rate for children under 5
years of age is amongst the 10 highest countries. The GDP per
capita is $290 per annum. Kandahar, the center of the Opium trade,
is the Key to Afgan democracy. Canada is in Afghanistan at the
request of the country's democratically elected government with the
objective of helping the Afgan people rebuild after decades of
foreign occupation, civil war, drought and the rule of the Taliban.
The Government of Canada has established six priorities to make
measurable progress between now and 2011.These priorities are in
the area of National Security, Humanitarian assistance and border
security. The Kandahar specific priorities are to help advance the
capacity for democratic governance and facilitate political
reconciliation. More and more funding will be directed towards
efforts that benefit the people of Kandahar Province such as the
rehabilitation of the Dahala Dam, the expansion or repair of 50
schools and the support of the expansion of polio immunization. To
finance these and other development related initiatives, Canada has
increased its 10 year allocation to development and reconstruction
in Afghanistan from $1.3 billion to a total of $1.9 billion between
2001and 2011. More info on this subject can be had at:
www.afghanistan.gc.ca 
Cezar Dragutan thanked the speaker and mentioned the similar
objectives between this project and Rotary’s Polio Eradication
Program .
Board members present were reminded of the meeting to take place
on Feb 4, 2009 .

Meeting of Feb 10: This was a club assembly. We had two items to
discuss: 1) discontinuing luncheon meetings so that all our meetings
are at breakfast, except for special occasions such as Christmas; and 
2) the future of our club. 

1) Upon motion by Steve Sadler, seconded by Barry Schmidt and
carried, it was agreed that March 3  would be our last regularrd

luncheon meeting and that any future luncheon meetings would be

for special occasions, such as at Christmas, or for the finals of Public
Speaking etc.

2) Discussion about the club’s future is prompted by a decision of the
Board at its meeting of Feb 4   to seek advice from the District Governorth

about surrendering our charter. The Board is scheduled to meet with the
DG on Feb 16  at 6 pm. The Board wants to understand the options beforeth

putting the matter to the membership for a vote. Each member in the room
was given the opportunity to express his thoughts about the problem and
the remedy.  They varied widely. Regrettably, none of our female members
were present, although Nene Diallo sent her thoughts by email from Africa. 

After the meeting, discussion groups could
be observed in many parts of the St. James
Club, including the cloak room. Here we see
our financial gurus in a rare posture, 
discussing issues other than finances on the
very day Timothy Geithner, US Secretary of
the Treasury,  is due to announce measures
to shore up the financial system.   

Meanwhile, in order to clear his schedule for
next Monday’s meeting with the District
Governor, President Herman wastes no time
in getting to work with laptop and
Blackberry. After 20 months as club
president, he continues to provide inspiration
with his generosity and hospitality. 

The next step: in the near term,  members
will learn the outcome of the meeting

between the Board and the District Governor. If a recommendation is
made, they will be asked to vote on it. 

    
Upcoming speakers:
Feb 17 : Engineeers Without Borders, recipient of the Velan Award. th

Next meeting:
Feb 17  at 7.30 am , the St. James Club.  th

http://www.afghanistan.gc.ca
http://www.afghanistan.gc.ca

