
Club #85, founded 1913 August 26 2008th  

Attendance: John Bishop, Patrick Lemoine, Carlo Pugliese, Steve Sadler, Barry Schmidt, George Shalhoub, Udo Stundner, Bob Velan, Drew Webster.

Visiting Rotarian: Auli Kankkunen, Finland. Visitors: : Judy Miller Perlman, Zinta Mateus. 

Day Chairperson:
With President Herman on vacation, Carlo Pugliese took the
chair and opened the meeting with a call for items of business.
One might be forgiven for thinking he really did not expect to
hear any because of the brief 5 seconds he allowed before moving
on to the items of his agenda. Speak now (in 5 seconds) or forever
hold your peace. Carlo was smoking last Tuesday.

Membership Seminar: Carlo attended the event on Aug 23. The
importance of focused, personal contact was stressed as essential. 

The late Ross Smyth: Carlo referred to the editorial-page column
in the August 24  edition of The Montreal Gazette telling of theth

many accomplishments of the late Ross Smyth.

Welfare Campaign: The campaign is open and members are
invited to send in their cheques. We will hear more next week. 

Golf Committee: the wrap-up meeting is set for Sept 4.

Joke: Carlo spoke of a friend who responded to a newspaper ad
that spoke of a Porsche for sale for $500. The friend went to see it
in a private home and was shown a showroom-perfect vehicle. It
handled like a dream on a test drive. He couldn’t believe his luck.
“Why are you selling this magnificent machine for only $500", he
asked the smartly dressed lady of the house. Without hesitation,
she answered: “My husband left me for another woman. One of
the terms of our separation is that I sell his car and send him the
proceeds.”

Guest speakers: Judy Miller Perlman is the director of
development for the Montreal Oral School for the Deaf. Her topic
was far more important than bargain-priced, sports cars. She
spoke of the need to convince Quebec to test the hearing of all
newborns. This is one of the few remaining places in the
developed world where hearing is not tested at birth. It would cost
approximately $35 to do it. Early diagnosis reduces rehabilitation
costs later on. It would be such a wise investment.
 
Ms. Perleman spoke about the literacy program for children up to
5 years of age. She was assisted in this task by Zinta Mateus, a
parent infant program coordinator. The program will take staff
into the home of parents on a weekly basis. It will also provide
suitable literature for infants. The objective is to “bathe” the infant
in language he/she can use. The success rate depends on how

early the diagnosis of hearing loss is made. In general, the program has been
shown to work well.

Ms Perlman spoke of the challenge of structuring programs to fit the pigeon-
hole approach of government funding programs. If a request is “educational”,
it cannot receive funding for “health-related” projects. If it is to provide a
“health” benefit, it cannot be funded from the “education” program. In so
many cases, the programs of the Montreal Oral School for the Deaf provide
benefits in both areas. This new literacy program for children up to 5 years of
age is a case in point.  

Our speakers asked us to consider a grant of
$5000 to help get this program up and
running. 

Day chairperson Carlo thanked our speakers
eloquently, speaking from first-hand
experience of the effectiveness of the work of
the Montreal Oral School for the Deaf. 
 

District Governor Official Visit: 
On September 23  we will receive the official visit of our District Governor,rd

Peter Bashaw. He is from Massena, NY. It is likely he will be accompanied
by assistant-governor Kathie Montgomery of the Montreal Westward Club.

Next Board Meeting: October 2  2008nd

Our Club’s birthday: Also on October 2 , our club will be 95 years old.nd

What do you say about celebrating the event at luncheon on October 7 . Andth

while we are at it, why not invite the Kiwanis to meet with us and help us
celebrate. They meet down the hall from us in the St. James Club, on the same
day. What do you think? 

Next week’s speaker: I do not have any information about this. 

OUR NEXT MEETING, SEPTEMBER 2, IS A LUNCHEON


