
Club #85, founded 1913 June 3  2008rd  

Attendance: Herman Alves, John Bishop, Patrick Lemoine, Carlo Pugliese, Bill Ridley, Barry Schmidt, George Shalhoub, Udo Stundner, Bob Velan,
Drew Webster.  Visiting Rotarian: Auli Kankkunen (Finland). 

The Lansdowne Centre is a tutoring facility whose aim is to
assist students in reaching their full academic potential. Started in
1972 with 6 teachers and 22 students working in a church hall,
Lansdowne was established in 1973 as a Quebec non-profit
corporation and was registered as a Canadian charitable
organization under the Income Tax Act. 

Beverly Baserman, founding director and currently the executive
director of the centre spoke of the 500 children per year it receives
at two locations, one in Montreal and one on the West Island. She
then introduced one of the alumni. This what he said.

“...I have been privileged to be associated with The Lansdowne
Center for the past ten years, in particular with Beverly Baserman
one of the founding directors. Beverly provided me with one of
the most important tools an individual can have: the ability to
read.

“Indeed, my grade 1 and 2 teachers
were convinced I read quite well.
They did not realize that I was
memorizing everything I heard. It
took over two years but Beverly
through infinite patience and
knowledge succeeded in finding a
way for me to break the code. I
also faced another challenge:
writing. 
“With patience, understanding and
deep affection, Beverly knew I
would achieve success. By grade
5, I was reading well beyond my

grade level. With continuous reinforcement by Beverly and my
parents, I have undertaken many challenges which would have
proven impossible without the ability to read and write. I have
participated in The Commonwealth Essay Writing Contest and
won for several years nationally and twice internationally. I have
participated and won twice at The Write for Justice Essay
competition as well I have participated and won on several
occasions at The Historica Fairs, a celebration of Canadian
History.
“For the past two years I have participated at Le Parlement des
Jeunes at the National Assembly in Quebec City. On both
occasions I competed with over a thousand students across the
province by writing a law.  Of the 142 students selected this year,
I was asked to assume the role of Le Président de l’Assemblée

Nationale for 3 days. This post not only involved a comprehensive knowledge
of The Parliamentary process, the ability to respond quickly but it also
required much reading and writing of speeches. Needless to say, had I not
been able to read well, I could have not taken part in this unique
Parliamentary exercise. I have been asked to participate in a special event for
the 400  anniversary of Quebec City this autumn: Le Parlementth

Intergénérationel, which will prepare a Charter incorporating the goals for
Quebec Society for the next 100 years. 
“The Lansdowne Center offers one on one tutorials...whether in reading,
math, sciences, or in French. It is not a homework center nor an after school
glorified day care. It is a unique environment where tutors provide thoughtful

and professional assistance to elementary,
high school and college students.
“I ask you today, to please support The
Lansdowne Center as it does not receive any
government subsidy or funding.  Your
financial support will allow children who
would otherwise not be able to receive this
much needed help. Thank you for your kind
attention, good day.”  

President Herman presented the club’s cheque to Beverly Baserman of the
Lansdowne Centre.   

Club calendar:
June 13: President’s evening at 6.30 pm, LE BITOQUE
July 7: Golf tournament

Upcoming Speakers: June 10  (breakfast): Craig Webb exec-dirth

Dreams Foundation
June 17  (breakfast): Indu Krishnamurthy andth

Florence Lardanchet, Mtl Community Loan
Assoc

Websites:
Our club: www.rotarymontreal.org
Montréal Westward: www.rotary-montreal-westward.org
Montreal Lakeshore: www.rotary-montreal-lakeshore.org
Westmount: www.rotarywestmount.org
Laval Rotary: www.rotarylaval.qc.ca
Our Rotary district: www.rotary7040.com
Rotary International:  www.rotary.org        
2008 Convention: www.rotary2008.com 
2010 Convention: www.montreal-winnipeg-2010.org 

NEXT MEETING , JUNE 10  IS A BREAKFASTrd
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