
Club #85, founded 1913 May 20 2008th  

Attendance: Herman Alves, John Bishop, Nene Diallo, Carlo Pugliese, Steve Sadler, George Shalhoub, Drew Webster.  Guest speakers: Diane Soroka,
Kevin Harrison  

President Herman opened the meeting, welcoming our guest
speakers, and put them at their ease by asking Carlo Pugliese for
a moment of humour. Carlo plunged deep into his notebook and
came up with a scrap of paper that made everyone laugh and 
President Herman take possession of it. The notes of your reporter
speak only of a red Corvette. 

Carlo ran through several items of business. 1) sign-up sheets on
the table for the President’s Evening June 13; 2) a letter from
Mariner’s House requesting toiletries. Bring what you can and
Carlo will see they are delivered; 3) a letter of thanks from CLSC
Lucie Bruneau; 4) a request from Covered Garden Refugee
Centre. They are in dire need of five baby strollers. They cost
$125 each. After ascertaining that we had sufficient funds, the
members approved a motion to send $600; 5) for the golf
tournament, we need more door prizes and sponsors. 

President Herman introduced Diane Soroko, a member of the
Board of Directors of The Action Center and asked her to
introduce Kevin Harrison,  the Executive Director. Diane is a
financial Security Advisor affiliated with Freedom 55 Financial.
Graduating from Concordia with specialization in Psychology, she
devoted herself to volunteer work with intellectually and
physically challenged adults and this has continued even after a
career change, a switch into the financial sector. She helps
individuals, families and companies with their financial and
security planning. She has been on the Board of The Action
Center for four years. Her ambition in life is to help others. 

The Action Center helps individuals who are victims of
unexpected, physical and or cognitive impairments, such as
strokes, car accidents, MS and other illnesses. It is designed by its
members to satisfy their needs. It plays a vital role in assisting
people after rehabilitation to re-integrate society. It helps reduce
isolation by getting people out of their homes. It provides relief to
care-givers. Its Executive Director, Kevin Harrison., a victim of
the MS that confines him to a chair, will tell you more about the
Center.

Kevin Harrison spoke of The Center’s background. It will be 10
years old in July, getting its start thanks to grant from the
McConnell Foundation. Montreal is 20 years behind other major
cities in wheelchair accessability. Fund-raising is a major
challenge. Of our $650,000 budget, only $30,000 is government
money. (Kevin had hoped to thank one of our absent members for

the great generosity of his family’s foundation since day one.) The “Chair-
Aware” program has been operative for three years. Spend your entire
business day in a chair to get a feeling for what it’s like to get about in
downtown Montreal. Radio station CJAD has been very helpful in promoting 
awareness. TELUS has set up matching funding for their employees, five of
whom are contact persons. A recent expansion, completed in February 2008,
has enabled 30 people on the waiting list to join and the membership
presently stands at 150 members. The annual fee of $20 is usually waived in
the case of members on social assistance. 

In the period of questions that followed, the
following information came to light: the ratio
of French to English members is
approximately 55% to 45% and the
male/female ratio is 50/50. Clients are referred
by the CLSC Constance Lethbridge. Line-ups
for the washroom – a challenge the magnitude
of which is hard to grasp for someone who is
not confined to a chair. A motor scooter such

as the one before us costs between $3,000 and $4,000. 

President Herman expressed our members’ profound appreciation to Diane
and Kevin for speaking to us.
Club calendar:
June 13: President’s evening at 6.30 pm
July 7: Golf tournament
Upcoming Speakers: May27 (breakfast): Jacques Dénommée.th 

June 3  (luncheon): Beverley Baserman.rd

Websites:

Our club: www.rotarymontreal.org

Montréal Westward: www.rotary-montreal-westward.org

Montreal Lakeshore: www.rotary-montreal-lakeshore.org

Westmount: www.rotarywestmount.org

Laval Rotary: www.rotarylaval.qc.ca

Our Rotary district: www.rotary7040.com

Rotary International:  www.rotary.org        

2008 Convention: www.rotary2008.com 

2010 Convention: www.montreal-winnipeg-2010.org 

NEXT MEETING , MAY 27  IS A BREAKFASTth
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