
Club #85, founded 1913 March 25 2008th 

Attendance: Herman Alves, John Bishop, Jacques Dénommée, Nene Diallo, Cézar Dragutan, Carlo Pugliese, Steve Sadler, Barry Schmidt, George
Shalhoub, Udo Stundner, Bob Velan, Drew Webster. Visiting Rotarian: Auli Kankkunen. Guests: Minh Tam Tran, Gisèle Deschamps,
Sylvain Allie.   

Baby boy: With  President Herman in the chair, and after a
moment of humour, Jacques Dénommée brought us up-to-date
regarding the status of the 3 month old baby boy. We are
supporting his transfer from Pakistan to India for a heart
operation unavailable in Pakistan. The good news is that the
operation was performed successfully and he is doing well.  

Cheque presentation: In the
context of our continuing support
of the “Alouette Air Cadet
Squadron” since 1942,  Jacques
Dénommée presented our cheque
for $6000 to Mme Gisèle
Deschamps, President of the
Squadron, and Sylvain Allie. In
their word of thanks, they pointed
out that the squadron would not

exist without our support. (Editor’s note – rental of space in the
Villeray arena is a major budget expenditure. Suggestions on how
to get it reduced would be welcomed warmly.) 

Drew Webster was asked to introduce our guest speaker which
he did by referring to him as Mr. Website. In an earlier
presentation on Moldavia, Cézar Dragutan left an indelible
impression of high quality wines maturing in ancient caves. This
was before he organized and set up our club’s website providing
a welcoming word in six languages. It was also before his visit to
Singapore, the topic of his presentation today.

In a sequence of interesting
images and helpful
commentary, Cézar
Dragutan imparted to us
his impressions of
Singapore after a six month
visit. We felt privileged to
have such a competent, and
articulate tour guide. There
was a short time for
questions at the end of his
presentation. The

development in the past 50 years seems otherworldly. A land
mass the size of Montreal island and Laval becoming the focus of
World attention for so many reasons makes an exciting story.

Cézar provided us with the magic formula. It can be seen on the T-shirt he is
holding up. It reads: “work  88%,  play  7%, love 4%, sex 1%  – this is
Singapore 100%.”

President Herman expressed the club’s thanks to Cézar. The descriptives
“professional”  and “rewarding” could be heard in table conversation
afterwards and were certainly on the lips of this reporter.  

Other matters:
As of Mar 21,  Ross Smyth was still in room 5312 at St. Mary’s Hospital.
Dial 514-345-3511 and ask to be connected to the room. . (Editor’s 
comment: When I got to the room  he was dozing but a friendly  nurse woke
him up and we chatted for about an hour, mostly about how he got his start in
airline business.)

Our District Governor for 2008-09 sent me an email message and wants to
know the name of our club President for 2008-09. That person needs to
attend PETS (President Elect Training Seminar) in Cornwall on Apr 12 + 13.

Upcoming Speakers: Apr 1   (luncheon): Rev. James D. Megillst

P.Eng, Exec-Dir. of Cdn Assoc. for Mine &
Explosive Ordinance Security.

Apr 8  (breakfast): TBAth

Casino Night: April 5, 8pm, Montreal West Town Hall

Website Links:

Our club: www.rotarymontreal.org

Montréal Westward: www.rotary-montreal-westward.org

Montreal Lakeshore: www.rotary-montreal-lakeshore.org

Westmount: www.rotarywestmount.org

Laval Rotary: www.rotarylaval.qc.ca

Our Rotary district: www.rotary7040.com

Rotary International:  www.rotary.org        

2008 Convention: www.rotary2008.com 

2010 Convention: www.montreal-winnipeg-2010.org 

NEXT MEETING , APR 1   IS A LUNCHEONst
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