
Club #85, founded 1913 March 4, 11, 18, 2008

March 4 Members :Jocelyne Beaudet , Carlo Pugliese , Barry Schmidt , John Bishop , Udo Stundner , Bob Velan , George Shalhoub , Jacques Denommee ,
Catherine Lapointe  Guests : Felix Robitaille , Robert Frank and Sylvain Bissonette representing St. John Ambulance , Nemo Turner and his guests Diana Wall
and Peter Hogan ; Min-Tam-Tran . 

Meeting was chaired by Carlo, opened with the usual humour and introduction of guests. Sylvain Bissonette, district
commander Montreal police Force gave a short talk on St John Ambulance and its operations . All members are volunteers
and count on the public for support. They receive no Government Funding. He expressed appreciation for the contribution
made by our Club. We are the first and only organization to date to sponsor the purchase of Automated External Defibrilator.
They now have one and they need 10. They are planning to approach other service clubs and will mention our contribution in
the hope that it will encourage them to follow our lead. Felix Robitaille gave a short exhibit on the use of the defibrilator. The
representatives of ST John Ambulance presented our Club with a framed certificate of acknowledgment signed by the
Governor General of Canada . 

Club Business : Moved by Jacques Denommee seconded by Jocelyne Beaudet that $6000 be provided to the 96 Alouette Squadron towards operational costs .
Motion approved . Jocelyne informed the members of the medical problems and financial problem which our Rotary Scholar Ange-Aime is going through . It
was agreed that we authorize Jocelyne, upon confirmation of need, to provide funding in the amount of $500 to help Ange-Aime through her current financial
issues resulting from her hospital stay .

March 11 Members : J.Bishop, P.Lemoine, Nene Diallo,Udo Stundner, Auli Kankkunen, Herman Alves, Barry Schmidt, Cezar Dragutan, C.Pugliese.
Guests : Martha Bishop, Andrew Salis, Brian LaBelle , Pr Concordia Rotaract, Joyce Strong, Concordia Rotaract, Kahil Baker , McGill Student.

Carlo Pugliese at Herman's request chaired the meeting. Herman informed us that the cheque to cover the costs of operating on the boy in Pakistan is in
the process of being sent. We have not as yet had an update on the operation which was to have taken place on Monday March 10 .th

Brian LaBelle and JoyceStrong gave a quick update on their club's activities . They raised $500 from a Comedy Night . They will hold an African night on
March 15th. to raise funds for a water project in Uganda and a poker night in the fall where half the funds raised will go towards prizes and half to Elizabeth
House. They are also planning in conjunction with students from Queen's and Concordia Universities to go to El Salvador for one month to teach English
to girls residing in an orphanage .The trip to take place during the month of May 2008 and will cost approximate $10,000 . They are asking each Rotary
Club to contribute $500.

Kahil Baker spoke on his project Taking Root-solutions rooted in collective action. This is a not for profit organization which will do reforestation in Nicaragua .
They will work in conjunction with local reforestation groups. The cost of this program is $30,000 to plant 10,000
trees during the spring of 2008 and he is currently looking for financial support from various organizations .

March 18 Members: Herman Alves, Barry Schmidt, Udo Stundner, George Shalhoub, Bob Velan, John Bishop, Steve Sadler, Nene Diallo, Auli Kankkunen ,
Cezar Dragutan, Jacques Denommee, Patrick Lemoine, Carlo Pugliese.
Guests: Annette Rudy, Executive Director Griffith McConnell Residence.

President Herman left the meeting early due to business matters and Jacques Denommee continued as Chairman.Jacques mentioned that he received
an email from the doctor who operated on the child in Pakistan informing our club that the very young child is doing well. Jacques pointed out that this
act on our part is an indication that Rotary is above politics and is there to benefit anyone in need. Jacques confirmed that the funds had been
received.Carlo read an email message from Bassam Kadi who visited Ross Smyth at the hospital last Friday. Bassam found Ross quite lucid. Ross
asked that his best wishes be conveyed to all Rotarians and specifically enquired about Bill Ridley. 

Carlo introduced Annette Rudy our guest speaker. Griffith McConnell is a leader in elder care having started operations in 1961 with a substantial grant from
J.W. McConnell.The Residence provides six levels of care and has the ability to accommodate active retirees as well as those needing full medical care. In
addition to the customer service staff it provides round the clock doctors and nurses. The Residence is a Private Not For Profit
operation receiving almost all of its operating income from fees paid by its clients and receives no Government support. The premises are in need of
upgrading and they will be launching a fund raising program. Ms Rudy suggested one area where our club could become involved is in the refurbishing of the
activity room which she estimated a price tag of $10,000. No discussion on this point took place. Ms Rudy thanked us for this opportunity to speak to us and
invited us to hold a future breakfast meeting at the Residence. Jacques thanked our guest speaker. Meeting adjourned.


