
Club #85, founded 1913 February 20   2007th

Attendance:
Herman Alves, John Bishop, Olivier Coustaing, Patrick Lemoine, Carlo Pugliese, Steve Sadler, Barry Schmidt, George Shalhoub, Udo Stundner, Drew
Webster. MAKE-UPS: Katie Sheahan (2); Harry Skinner (1) GUEST SPEAKERS: Luigi Tavernesse, Sarah Johnson, Ghislaine Johnson, Mélanie Lefebvre. 

Day Chair person: 

Patrick Lemoine took the chair.

Guest Speakers:
Udo Stundner introduced our guest speakers -- four
representatives of the McGill chapter of  Engineers without
Borders.  Luigi Tavernesse, mechanical engineering, kicked off
the presentation with a general outline, followed by Sarah
Johnson who is to spend time in Ghana this summer, and
Ghislaine Johnson (no relation) who was there last year, and
ending with  Mélanie Lefebvre  who commented about the cost
of running the program. We learned that Engineers without
Borders numbers 25,000 members in 26 university chapters and

6 professional chapters in
Canada. It started seven years ago
and has sent 200 volunteers
overseas to empower
communities looking for help in
water and sanitation, rural and
agricultural development, and
information technologies. There

are 429 members in the McGill chapter that seeks funds to send
three volunteers to Africa this season, from the end of April to
the end of August. The cost per volunteer is $6500. The
commitment of each volunteer is for a period of 16 months. It
involves a week of intensive preparation and study in Toronto
prior to departure, and a debriefing period of three days upon
return to Canada. Thereafter, a volunteer is responsible for
mentoring the next crop of volunteers and to help them in raising
funds. In today’s presentation, Ghislaine Johnson was the
“graduate” volunteer and Sarah Johnson was the junior
volunteer. Mélanie Lefebvre highlighted the value of making an
investment in this program. It got young people involved
enthusiastically and made efficient use of monies raised. A word
she used caught my attention to describe the behaviour of
volunteers when they were overseas She said they were not
“rambunctious”. I thought that was a novel way of describing 
“best” behaviour. It was a few minutes after 9am when your
reporter left the meeting. Having had to pay a parking fine on an
earlier occasion when the meeting ran late, I chose to miss the
closing remarks.

Club business:
Udo Stundner shared news from Ange-Aimée St-Amour who
has arrived in Chile and speaks of the wonderful fellowship she
is enjoying. He also had word from Stéphanie Poitier (former

Rotary Foundation Scholar proposed by  our club) who studied opera in
Germany. She has become a mother with a healthy baby girl.
Carlo Pugliese advised that 16 requests totaling approx $12,000 in
grants had been approved. Last year we spent approx $16,000 in grants
so this would mean we had approx $4,000 left and we were faced with a
number of requests. Rather than go into detail now, the members asked
the Board to deal with the requests at its next meeting. In the meantime,
Carlo handed out tasks to various members. Carlo also told members that
Bill Ridley was in quite a bit of pain and expecting news on Thursday
about a hip operation.
Drew Webster  said that Ross Smyth wanted members to know that,
much to his regret, ill health would be preventing him from attending
meetings for the time being.

Upcoming Speakers:
Feb 27 (breakfast): Diane Vallée. Her topic: “Save the Rain”.
Mar 6: THE MEETING IS CANCELLED (due to renovations being
carried out at the St. James Club).
Mar 13 (breakfast): Club Assembly.

 Montreal area Rotary Clubs
Meeting places, days and times

Mon. 18.30 St. Laurent-Mont Royal St. James Pub

Tues. 18.00 Laval Restaurant l’Ancestral

Tues. 12.30 Montreal-Lakeshore Holiday Inn, St-Jean and Rte 40

Tues. 12.30*
07.30**

Montreal St. James Club, corner of 
René-Lévesque and Union

Wed. 07.30 Montréal Ville-Marie Club St-Denis

Wed. 12.30 Westmount Victoria Hall

Thurs. 07.30 Longueuil Rive-Sud Holiday Inn, Longueuil

Thurs. 12.30 Montreal-Westward Montreal-West Town Hall

Fri. 12.15 Old Montreal Holiday Inn Select

*First Tuesday of the month ; **Following Tuesdays of the month


