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Tuesday, January 31, 2006 
 
Attendance: Herman Alves, John Bishop, Andy Dang-Duy, Jacques Dénommée, Cezar Dragutan, Mary McMunn, 
Carlo Pugliese, Steve Sadler, Barry Schmidt, George Shalhoub, Udo Stundner, Bob Velan, Drew Webster. Visiting 
Rotarian: Auli Kankkunen. Guests: Herman and Jacques each brought a guest. Visitor: Joyce Strong   
 
Correspondence: In responding to the “Friendship Toast” of the Australian Samford 
Valley Rotary Club, Barry Schmidt wrote on our behalf: “.....With an outside temperature 
over minus 5 degrees (compared to around 30 degrees in SE Queensland), your toast 
was read at our club breakfast meeting on 24 January. The toast was returned in Eau 
de fleuve St Laurent – after we had broken through the ice to find the water...”  
 
Today’s Speaker: Cezar Dragutan introduced our speaker, Romel Scorteanu, vp de la 
fondation pour les enfants défavorisés de Roumanie. His address was followed by a few 
words from Ana Maria Surugiu, directeur des communications. The speaker was 
thanked by Andy Dang-Duy. Copies of TRIBUNA NOASTRA, the Montreal-based, 
Rumanian newspaper were distributed to Rotarians, the masthead of which carries a 
quote of Mark Twain “If you speak the truth, you need not worry about telling lies”.  
 
Other Business: 1) In the absence of Bill Ridley, Carlo Pugliese pinch hit in the humour 
department with some Red Skelton jokes. Most of us were too young to know what he 
was talking about. 2) Carlo also reminded us of the committee meeting at Noon, 
featuring a tour of the new premises of The Montreal Oral School for the Deaf.  3) At the 
Board meeting on January 30, it was agreed to implement the recommendation of the 
Community Action Committee to make use of Club Assemblies as a mechanism for 
sharing the decision-making process and therefore the ownership of Rotary projects. 
The next Assembly is scheduled for March 14th. 4) The next Board meeting will take 
place on March 16th.   
 
Next Week: Our meeting is at Noon. Our speaker will be Nemo Turner who will speak 
about the Peace through Magic project. 
 
Commentary: It was good to see the Community Action Committee in action at Noon. 
Rotary’s unique ability to fund between the cracks of Government funding came to light 
in a request from a CLSC where Government funding was available for 50% of a Doctor 
prescribed prothesis for an elderly person in distress. The amount of our support was 
not large, dollar-wise, but I think it was huge in terms of improving the quality of life of a 
person caught in bureaucratic red-tape.  
 
Check out the photo in the cover sheet to this bulletin. It shows the Community Action 
Committee at their Jan 31st meeting.  
 
(The photo is on the next page) 
 



 

 


